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ROLE OF ADVOCATES' ACADEMY IN
STRENGTHENING DISPENSATION OF JUSTICE

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Vineet Saran, the Chief Justice of High
Court of Odisha, Hon'ble Judges of the High Court, Mr. S.P.
Mishra, learned Advocate General of the State of Odisha, Mr.
Srikanta Nayak, the President of the Orissa High Court Bar
Association,

Mr. Jagabandhu

Sahu,

the

Chairman

of the

Lawyers' Academy, learned Members of the Bar, friends from the
electronic and print media, ladies and gentlemen.
I am extremely delighted to be amongst you because it
arouses within me a sense of nostalgia and simultaneously the
fundamental

eagerness

to the idea of constant

learning and

sharing. I have no hesitation in saying that when you talk about
strengthening justice dispensation, it immediately comes to one's
mind that

it is education,

original thinking

and

innovative

perception that can be imbibed by the Academy which can be
eventually

fruitful.

Not for nothing

it has

been

said

that

interaction for learning enables one to reap a thousand harvests.
When there is true

imparting

of knowledge, it passes

from

generation to generation and the Academy stands as a witness to
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the same. In our constitutional framework, the Preamble assures
promise

to all its citizens

- justice,

liberty,

and

When justice is the first promise of the Constitution,

fraternity.
it is the

bounden duty of the Court, lawyers and all other stake holders to
bridge the gap between justice and the society. In the process of
justice dispensation,

both the Bar and the Bench have their

respective requisite role. It can be said without any reservation
that the success of justice dispensation system depends on the
dynamic relationship or co-operation between the two.
Advocates play an important role in preserving, promoting
and 'protecting the Rule of Law in society. The democratic
processes of government require a vigilant legal profession for
their protection. History stands testimony to the fundamental
role of lawyers in laying the foundation of the Rule of Law in a
democracy. Our father of the nation was a lawyer. One of the
most eminent Presidents of the United States, Abraham Lincoln,
was also a lawyer. They were not merely legal practitioners;
instead,

they practised

law for the betterment

of the society

because of the gifted vision.
Steven Keeva, author of "Transforming Practices: Finding
~Joy and Satisfaction in the Legal Life"has said:
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"Law is one of the great
While medicine

healing professions.

heals the body and the clergy

heals the soul, the law heals societal rifts."
Lord Denning in his succinct style, speaking about the role
of lawyers, observed:
"It is a mistake

to suppose

that

he is the

mouthpiece of his client to say what he wants,
or his tool to do what he directs. He is none of
these

things.

He owes allegiance

to a higher

cause. It is the cause of truth and justice. "
The Supreme

Court

in Rameshwar

Prasad

Goyal,

Advocate In re' has expressed:
"Lawyers

play

an

important

administration

of justice.

requires

safeguarding

standards.

the
As

an

part

in

The profession

officer

of
of

itself

high

the

the

moral

court

the

overriding duty of a lawyer is to the court, the
standards

of

public
they

his

profession

the lawyers
are

equal partners

administration

and

to

must remember
with

Judges

the
that

in the

of justice. "

It can be said with emphasis that the Courts are the shrines
of justice and the advocates are the ministers of the courts of
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justice

robed in the priestly garments

of truth,

honour

and

nobility. This captures the essence of the role of an advocate in
the mechanism of justice dispensation in the society.
Societies

have

grown tremendously

over the

last

few

decades. Political, economic and cultural value systems have
witnessed an overhaul as a consequence of which the role of a
lawyer has undergone several forms of re-negotiations with new
approaches to meet the needs of Indian polity essentially. The
traditional

functions

of a lawyer were in the nature

counseling, drafting of legal documents and undertaking

of legal
court-

related works such as appearing and pleading before the judicial
authorities. But in recent years, there has been a drastic change
in the nature of law practice with the process of liberalization and
globalization of economy coming into the forefront of all our
economic and political activities. The traditional methodology of
legal practice,

mode

of legal education,

legal

curriculum,

litigation-based practice, rules governing professional standards,
etc., have become inadequate

to match up to the challenging

global demands. In a world of sharply accelerated knowledge,
today's lawyer can fulfill this commitment only by continually
educating himself/herself. There is emergence of situation which
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has made imparting

a different kind of training

to acquire

necessary knowledge a categorical imperative to withstand

the

challenges of modern justice-oriented system.
The

National

Judicial

Academy

and

State

Judicial

Academies have taken initiatives in the sphere of continuing legal
education as far as judicial officers are concerned. But there is
no

structure

International

for
Bar

the

lawyers'

Association

continuing

education.

The

(IBA) has

established

an

Endowment Chair in this regard. M.K. Nambyar Academy in
Kochi, the first of its kind in the country, offers a slew of modules
in select areas of legal education ranging from three-day to threemonth residential courses. Few National Law Universities have
been

conducting

programmes

for

senes

of

Continuing

lawyers

on

identified

Legal
subject

Education
areas,

but

permanent academies can alone achieve the requisite goal.
It need not be over emphasized

that the conception of

Advocates' Academy has become very vital. Our country needs
lawyers who can think broadly about social issues and what they
need from their education includes both excellent technical legal
instruction

and also the input of social science and political
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philosophy. Advocates' Academies can highlight the importance
and

the

relevant

necessity
continuing

of professionally
legal

education

competent

and

programmes

Hence, it can seamlessly

socially

for

their

professional

development.

combine

outstanding

legal training with an unwavering commitment to

constitutional principles.
The concept of Continuing Legal Education Programme is
not a new phenomenon. Seminars, conferences, lectures, etc. are
a regular phenomenon across the country. However, there has to
be normative standardization and frequency making it accessible
for all. That, I strongly believe, will enhance

the vision and

thereby the quality of professional perception.
I may tell you that the idea of continuous legal education
has been in vogue in the United States since the mid-1970s. In
fact, it has been mandatory in most of the States in the United
States of America. The courses are offered throughout the year by
State Bar Associations, national legal organizations, law schools,
and many other legal associations and groups such as non-profit
education
enterprises.
jurisdictions,

providers

as

well

as

other

private,

for-profit

In the United Kingdom and other common law
it assumes

the form of Continuing Professional
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Development. In England, all solicitors are required to undertake
a minimum of sixteen. hours continuing professional development
every year. Solicitors are encouraged to assume responsibility for
their own development by choosing from the wide range of
activities that

can be pursued

in order to meet the yearly

requirement. Similarly, in Canada and Australia, the continuing
legal education
lawyer's

aims at maintenance

professional

knowledge,

and enhancement

of a

skills,

and

attitudes

professionalism throughout the individual's career.
Continuing
accountability
given on

Legal

Education

IS

also

a

measure

of

of the profession. Presently, immense stress

specialization.

It is the

need

of the

hour.

IS

The

competence of legal practitioners is critical for clients and any
dilution in the quality of services rendered is bound to be counter
productive. Continuing education is the major instrument

of all

professions to ensure minimum competence in the delivery of
services. It enhances professionalism, accountability and public
respect for the profession. To avail training with continuity

has

become indispensable to maintain professional competence.
Competence

or

quality

is

the

product

of knowledge,

attitudes, values, skills and ability to apply them for professional
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tasks. The Lawyers' Academy/Advocates' Academy plays a pivotal
role in imparting professional training to young lawyers and in
brushing

up the legal knowledge of the lawyers. It enables

advocates
profession.

to

stay

updated

about

The Academy conducts

lawyers, undertakes

emerging
training

trends

In the

programmes

for

research, provides resource materials and

gives regular updates on the emerging and new developments in
the legal field. It not only helps budding advocates

to keep

abreast of the latest rulings of the courts but also inspires and
motivates them to undertake research in their interested branch
of the judicial system. Seminars and conferences organized by
the Advocates' Academy is beneficial to all lawyers since the
study of law is a continually learning process.
It is necessary that more Advocates' Academies as Centers
of Continuing Legal Education be set up for keeping abreast the
lawyers particularly in the fields of new emerging areas of law,
such as Cyber laws, Intellectual Property matters,

Investment

and International Trade law and other technological aspects.
Today, not a single scope of activity can be named where
negotiation,

mediation

or arbitration

cannot

be applied. The

mission is to bring speedy justice to the doorsteps of the people
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and to empower people to participate in the prevention and early
intervention

of conflicts

as

an

alternative

to

institutional

mechanisms for a peaceful society. It is manifestly clear that a
comprehensive
necessary

professional

exposure

to ADR mechanism

is

to engage in cutting edge and high-quality justice

delivery process. Training in different branches of ADR may be
imparted by the Advocates' Academy so as to strengthen justice
dispensation and reduce the pendency.
The Advocates' Academy can engage in manifold activities in
strengthening

justice

dispensation

system.

It can

impart

practical training for speedy and qualitative justice; train lawyers
to be defenders of civil liberties, human
garner active participation

rights and freedoms;

for building egalitarian

motivating lawyers to be active participants

society by

in rendering legal

service and free legal aid so that there is equal access to justice
thereby ensuring that there are no missing voices in the path to
justice; giving training in different branches like ADR, arbitration
and mediation so as to strengthen justice dispensation

system

and

dispute

reduce

resolution

pendency

modes; and

by

resorting

training

to

advocates

alternative

for technologically

friendly environment in courts; and further taking stock of social
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relevance of laws and imbibing pragmatism since law must keep
pace with the society to retain its relevance. Advocates must be
well grounded in theory and research, adaptive to a changing
world and committed to service and motivated by strong values.
As far as value system is concerned, Advocates' Academy can
play a phenomenal role and strengthen the justice dispensation
system by inspiring lawyers and advocates to stick to one faith,
one leaning, one inclination and one allegiance, that is, to the
constitutional faith or to constitutionalism.
I would suggest to make the Continuing Legal Education
programme compulsory for all active members of the Bar. Under
the CLE programme, every lawyer must be required to attain certain number of credit points every year depending upon the consensus formed within the Bar. Training programmes may also be
organized in collaboration with the law colleges in the State so as
to include and bring into the litigation space more meritorious
young lawyers who are equipped with new facets of law and new
technology and researching

tools.

Lawyers create a forum of

public responsibility and accountability that would help preserve
the blessings of democracy without allowing its untrammelled
vices.

In this sense, advocates act as intermediaries between
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individuals and the State thus helping protect people from the
danger of tyrannies and preserving their vital rights.

Hence,

lawyers fill the highest public station.
Friends, learning is a life-long process of keeping abreast of
change and the most pressing task is to teach people how to
learn and that arduous

task is being brilliantly done by the

Advocates' Academy to nurture

lawyers. It is a process

of

transformation; a journey without a final destination.
Albert Einstein had said:
"Once you stop learning, you start dying."
For strengthening

our justice

dispensation

system, it is

necessary to strive tirelessly and therefore - "Arise, Awake and
stop not till the

goal is reached".

It is essential

to work

relentlessly towards this goal.
I wish all of you the very best to excel in your endeavor for
providing intellectual

inputs

needed

towards

enhancing

the

efficiency of justice dispensation system.
I do hope that you would maintain
trusteeship

in you a spirit of

and sincerely contribute to your roots, the society,

the institution and the country.
Thank You.

